[Pyoderma gangrenosum: successful topical therapy with tacrolimus (FK506)].
Pyoderma gangrenosum is a distinct clinical entity characterized by chronic, recurring, destructive ulcerations. Although the pathogenesis of pyoderma gangrenosum is unknown, immunologic aberrations of neutrophil granulocytes seem to be important. Systemic steroids and macrolide lactones such as cyclosporin A and tacrolimus have been reported to be useful in the clinical management of disease. Pyoderma gangrenosum has been found to be associated with several systemic diseases. The association with chronic ulcerative colitis is well known, but the diagnosis may be complicated by early administration of systemic steroids. Therefore, local immunosuppression with topically applied agents could be an efficient therapeutic alternative especially for mild or early cutaneous lesions.We describe the successful topical treatment of a patient with multiple lesions of pyoderma gangrenosum with 0,1% tacrolimus (FK506) ointment which is known to have better dermal penetration and higher immunosuppressive potency than topical cyclosporin A. In addition, other indications for topical tacrolimus are discussed.